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About the Latrobe Community Concert Band
The Latrobe Community Concert Band is a
musical ensemble catering for all age
groups and allows musicians of abilities to
play in a fun and supportive environment.
We play a wide variety of pieces, including
popular tunes, classics, TV and movie
themes, and big-band arrangements. The
band is led by musical director Anne
Vinicombe and we play in a variety of
community events, festivals and concerts.
The band encourages new members,
especially brass, woodwind and percussion
players. We rehearse on Monday nights in a
room adjoining the Newborough Hall,
Balfour St Newborough. Rehearsals are run
6:30pm to 9:00pm, with the first half hour
dedicated for easy pieces and warmups,
ideal for beginners. The band also has a
number of instruments available for use.

For more information
call Tony on 51278191,
or visit ww.lccband.com.

A History of the Band
The Latrobe Community Concert Band was originally known as
“The East Camp Band” and was conceived of in 1921 when a car
bringing passengers from Morwell to Yallourn contained Mr. JR
(Rod) Wilson and Mr. Peter Cameron. Their conversation touched on
the possibility of forming a band at Yallourn. Peter Cameron was a
cornet player from Gormanstown Tasmania who recently had come
to Yallourn in February 1921 as an engine driver and remained as a
turbine driver at “A” Station for many years. Later in that same year
several other Tasmanians also arrived who were also bandsmen and
thus the nucleus of a band was begun.
The East Camp Band was formed with Peter Cameron as Conductor
and Mr. G. Flewin as President. Soon after, Wally Kite, and Paddy
Hyland, both fine drummers, came from “Gormy” and joined the
group.

A short history, continued
The first record of the Band performing publicly is recorded in
photographs (below) showing the Band at the Yallourn railway
station on the arrival of visitors for a gymkhana in November 1922.

The East Camp Band—Yallourn Gymkhana
18th of November 1922.

A history, continued
With no financial aid, other than passing round a collection box,
music had to be purchased. Uniforms and new instruments were
quite out of the question. Finally a grant of 200 pounds was made by
the State Electricity Commission (SEC) for the purchase of
instruments, and for some years this enthusiastic little group carried
on, their love of band music practically their only incentive.
Circulars were distributed at the SEC Pay Windows soliciting
regular weekly or fortnightly subscriptions, and cash donations to
augment Band funds, and in return the Band undertook to give
twelve recitals a year, at regular monthly intervals, in the Band
Rotunda and to visit the Western Camp, and Brown Coal Mine
Township (now Yallourn North) as often as possible.
Fortunately, in August 1928 the SEC agreed to subsidise the Band
to an amount of 200 pounds on the basis of 1 pound for 1 pound
collected, for the purchase of uniforms and instruments.
November 1925 brought the first efforts to establish the Band on a
sound, business-like footing. Two public meetings were called and
committee members were elected and constitution drawn. In
February 1926 Peter Cameron was officially appointed Bandmaster
on a salary of 52 pounds per annum with the Band continuing for
several years playing at public functions and running efforts to raise
money.
In 1928 the SEC provided 200 pounds in order to erect a Band
Rotunda in Broadway Square Yallourn. It was officially opened in
11th February 1929.
The Band changed its name to the “Yallourn and District Band” in
1929 and for many years Band recitals were given in the Rotunda
every Sunday evening at 8.30 pm after Church in the summer, and
at 3.00 pm in the afternoons in the winter. The gardens around the
Rotunda were bright with colour, and the townsfolk flocked to hear
their Band. It was the regular afternoon outing, in winter, and the
gardens were packed with appreciative listeners. With the demise of
the Yallourn Township, the Band Rotunda was re-erected at
Gippsland Heritage Park in Moe, where it stands to this day. In 1929
a new conductor was appointed, Mr. Verdi McMahon.

A history, continued

The Band now applied for registration with the Victorian Band
Association and was officially graded “D” grade, and Verdi decided
to prepare them for the Echuca Band Contest on 26.12.1929.
(Boxing Day)
As well as preparing the musical side, it now became necessary to
prepare for the Quickstep, an integral part of all band contests at that
time. It was decided to enlist the services of ‘Big’ Bob Llewellyn,
famous Drum Major of Collingwood and Malvern Bands, as Drill
instructor. He journeyed to Yallourn every weekend to instruct the
new Drum Major and train the Band in the intricacies of precision
marching to a diagram, whilst playing. During the week, Drum
Major Amos continued the rehearsals, on the oval and in the street,
as many as three nights a week. The town would resound to the
strains of “The Golden Mile”. This intensive practice paid off and
Yallourn and District Band won the Quickstep at Echuca, by five
points. In the Selection they were placed third, and in the Waltz
fourth, gaining third place in the aggregate of the music sections of
the contest.
After less than a year at Yallourn, Verdi, for family reasons decided
to accept an offer from Thompson’s Foundry Band at Castlemaine.
Naturally he was concerned at leaving Yallourn Band, after such a
short time, and was anxious that the Band should get a leader who
was able to carry on the work he had begun. Consequently he wrote
to a friend and former band-mate of Malvern Tramway Band,
Charlie Turner, asking if he would be interested in taking over a
very promising Band, with the offer of a permanent job with the
SEC.
Charles Turner was duly appointed as Bandmaster, and took up his
duties early in 1930. One of the first functions which the Band
attended under the baton of Charles Turner was the opening of the
Scout Hall early in March 1930.

A history, continued

Yallourn and District Band in 1932

December 1930 saw the Band compete at the Echuca contest, and as
there was a contest at Bendigo the following day, had entered for
“D” grade there also.
The appointment of Charlie Turner as Bandmaster was fully
vindicated at Echuca, where he swept the Band to victory in all
events by a substantial margin. Yallourn won the aggregate of
Selection and Waltz by 18 points. In the Quickstep they were also
ahead by 15 points. This result reflected great credit on both
Conductor and Drum Major.
On arriving at Bendigo the next day, they were met at the Railway
Station by a deputation of Band Association delegates, and
organisers of the Contest, with an earnest request that Yallourn
would enter for the “B” grade contest, as there were insufficient
entries to enable the awarding of a third prize. There was no “C”
grade at this event.

A history, continued
In the “B” grade contest Yallourn Band won the Waltz, and received
high praise from the Adjudicator for the playing of their selection
“The Works of Lizst”, summing up as follows – “This Band
excelled in tonal quality, and in the expressive interpretation of the
slower movements, and the rhapsodical movements were brilliant,
with well judged variation of tempos. A most creditable rendition of
a very beautiful selection”. On the Adjudicator, Mr. Percy Jones’
strong recommendation, Yallourn and District Band made history,
by being immediately re-graded to “B” grade, thus missing “C”
grade altogether, and jumping 2 grades in one go.
On the 27th of October 1931, the Band journeyed to Melbourne to
attend a Massed Bands Recital in the Melbourne Cricket Grounds,
arranged by the newly formed Victorian Bands’ League. Thirty-one
affiliated bands took part. One newspaper commented “The
Yallourn Band were acclaimed by onlookers, throughout their route
march from Princes Bridge to the Cricket Ground, as the best
equipped and efficient of the bands”. The “Sun” said “Yallourn’s
silver clarity and fine ensemble were comparable with the most
brilliant of the bands, and its marching matched”. High praise
indeed, when you recall that all the best Metropolitan bands were
there in full force.
During the next few years the Band broadcast some excellent
programmes. One through 3AR in September 1936 brought these
comments from the next issue of THE AGE. I quote – “The players
showed evidence of sound musical training and leadership. They
displayed a fine sense of interpretation and restraint. Their tone was
good throughout, especially among the cornets and the bass end.
Euphonium and trombone left no room for criticism. It is evident
that the best bands are not confined to Melbourne.”
In November 1937 the Band went to Melbourne to compete in a
Quickstep Competition run by the Victorian Bands’ League,
entering for both “B” & “A” grades. All the other bands were from
Melbourne and suburbs. Yallourn was successful in winning the “B”
grade, in a field of six good bands, and coming a close second to
Hawthorn City in “A” grade in which 7 bands marched.

A history, continued
Over the years, the Band has been involved in community events.
For many years the Band attended, and was a feature of, the SEC
Annual Picnic at Frankston, marching from the Railway Station to
the Sports Ground, and playing throughout the day. Sometimes a
special train was chartered for this function and a large proportion
of the population of Yallourn and Yallourn North attended the
picnic.
The Band always led the Anzac Day commemoration March and
Service, not only in Yallourn, but also in other surrounding towns
including Moe and Thorpdale. A cornet player was always available
to schools to play the “Last Post”.
During the war years contesting, and most of the usual Band
activities, were suspended, and Yallourn Band concentrated, like
most organisations of the time, on raising money for Red Cross,
Comforts Funds, etc. When the news of the cessation of hostilities
came through, the SEC granted two days holiday to all its workers,
and all, but those in essential services, joined in general jollification,
and Victory Celebrations. The Band members generously decided to
forgo their holiday, and to assist in the various celebrations staged
throughout the area. The presence and playing of the Band made
these celebrations so much more enjoyable for all concerned.
For many years the Band played for the “Carols by Candlelight”
gathering held just before Christmas each year. Firstly these were
held at No. 1 Oval and later in Yallourn Theatre and were organised
by the Local Ladies Auxiliary of the Victorian Blind Institute.
In 1954 the Victorian Bands’ League sponsored a Contest run at
Heidelberg and Yallourn Band entered in the “B” grade. The items
included were a Selection, Hymn and Street March. All music to be
“own choice”. The Yallourn Band won all three. Following this,
they were again, automatically re-graded to “A” grade. In 1955,
again competing at Heidelberg, this time in “A” grade, and so
competing with all the top bands of Melbourne, the Band put up a
very creditable performance and were awarded third place in the
aggregate.

A history, continued
For many years the Band was granted the use of a building in the
Municipal Yards for their practice room. This was not ideal, as it
was really too small for the volume of the full brass band, but they
were grateful to have a home. Peter Cameron had some living
quarters behind this, and many a cup of tea, or in the winter a cup of
hot soup, was enjoyed by some, at the close of Band Practice.
When the Municipal Depot was re-organised and a large Eastern
Road Hostel was opened, the SEC offered the Band, as alternative
accommodation, the Mess Room of what was formerly the Old East
Camp, over beyond the Briquette Factory.
After a number of years, when Yallourn was being dismantled, the
Band once again found themselves in need of facilities
Largely owing to the efforts of Mr. Joe Tabuteau and Mr. Eric
Alexander who were now serving on the Band Committee, the Moe
Council became interested in the plight of the Band, and in 1976
agreed to assist in providing a Band Room, and partially sponsoring
the Band on the proviso that it be known in future as the “MoeYallourn Band”. A fine new Band room was erected at the rear of
the Newborough Public Hall and handed over to the Band. Part of
the cost paid for by the Bands share of Yallourn resettlement
money. The Band still uses this room for rehearsals.
In 1984 the Band was renamed the City Of Moe Brass Band, and
quickly changed to City of Moe Band, when the Band changed from
a brass band to a Concert Band. With the inception of the Latrobe
City, it was renamed again to the Latrobe Community Concert
Band.
Throughout this era, the Band was ably led by a variety of
conductors including W, Wright, D.Dickie, V.Garth, K.Symes,
K.Kelley, G.Rich, B.Grixti, D.Williams, and J.Handley, M.Luders,
F. Mowat and J.Bonnici, K.Heath and G.Ross.
In 1996, the Band formed a beginner band, for beginning musicians,
to be held in the first half hour of band practice. Although this group
had to be abandoned due to lack of members, the first half hour of
band is still dedicated to beginners and warmups.

Concert Programme
Latrobe Community Concert Band
Latin Gold
In the Mood
Just the Way You Are

Arr: Paul Lavender
Garland/Razaf. Arr: Ed Wilson
Billy Joel. Arr: Ed Wilson

Norman Cottrell
Harrison on the Wall.

By: Norman Cottrell

Karen Heath (accomp: Anne Vinicombe)
Doctor Dish

By: Karen Heath

Anne Vinicombe
What it Might Be Like
In memory of Heather

By: Anne Vinicombe

Latrobe Community Concert Band
Liberty Bell
Mamma Mia

Take the A Train

Sousa. Arr: Stewart Johnson
ABBA. Arr: Roy Phillippe

Billy Strayhorn.
Arr: Bob Lowden

SharDave
Let My Hair Down

By: Shar

Kerry de Vent. Accomp: Anne Vinicombe
Pandemic

By: Kerry de Vent

Richard Loo Accomp: Elijah Loo
Autumn Leaves

Joseph Kosma

Skye de Vent Accomp: band

Over the Rainbow

Harold Arlen. Arr: Bob Driggs

Latrobe Community Concert Band
Gabriel’s Oboe
(From The Mission)

Garland/Razaf. Arr: Ed Wilson

Highlights from the
Thorn Birds

Henry Mancini
Arr: John Edmondson

Children of Sanchez

Chuck Mangione
Arr: Naohiro Iwai

Saxation
Lisa Veenstra, Kristian Hunter, Graeme Ingleton, Terry Rooney.
Air
Theme from
"New York, New York"

Johann Sebastian Bach
Arr. Giovanni Porfirio
by John Kander
Arr. Christopher W. Palmer

Latrobe Community Concert Band
Europa
Queen in Concert

Carlos Santana and Tom Coster
Arr: Eric Richards
Arr. Jay Bocook

Michael Jackson:
Through the Years

Arr: Michael Brown

Puttin’ on the Ritz

Irving Berlin Arr Jerry Nowak

Latrobe Community Concert Band
And Past Members: All together!
Theme from Jupiter
Happy
Limbo Jazz
Happy Birthday

Holst. Arr: Kerry de Vent
Pharrell Williams
Arr: Michael Sweeney
Duke Ellington

Meet the band

Anne Vinicombe
Clarinet
And Musical Director

Belinda Davies
Flute

Anne joined the Latrobe Community
Concert Band in the mid 1990’s, after a
friend lent her a clarinet and encouraged
her to join a band. She has received a
lot of help from band members – in her
first weeks she tried to play with the
reed facing up, which made it really
hard. She went on to have lessons.
Anne has played piano since she was
six. She has played for singers, choirs
and theatre groups. She is still teaching
piano.
Now the musical director of the Latrobe
Community Concert Band, she values
the group for their warmth and
flexibility. Anne still finds the
experience of making music with others
a wonderful and challenging one.
I started playing the flute when I was 12
years old. At first I had lessons through
High school but soon after got private
lessons outside of school.
While having private lessons I sat 3
exams taking me to grade 4 flute.
In 2003 I had the amazing opportunity to
be part of the Latrobe City Youth Band.
This took me on a tour of China and
Japan visiting sister schools and
performing for lots of people. In my
senior years of school I joined the Latrobe
community band. I have played in many
concerts and parades as part of the band
playing flute and piccolo. I took a break
from the band when I started a family of
my own. where I also spent 7 years living
in Queensland. This year I decided to
return to the band even though I had not
played my flute in about 10 years.
Luckily I have not forgotten much and
enjoy playing every week

Meet the band

David B Ewart
Trumpet

Kerry de Vent
Euphonium

I am a returning player, after learning as a child
and taking a 50 year break. I took up brass after
buying myself a flugel horn for Xmas. I found
out quickly when joined a brass band that I
needed a lot of practice to play at a reasonable
level again . It’s not as easy as it looks.
Becoming part of the concert band has expanded
my interests and my friendships, having been
able to play with good players and interesting
music, which is of often challenging and mostly
enjoyable. I also play in an irregular street band
which has performed at some very big events. I
have taken up guitar piano and alto sax over the
covid lockdowns most of which I play daily now
It has been fun making music again!
I have been part of the Band for more than 20
years. I initially started playing in the percussion
section, playing auxiliary percussion and
timpani. However I quickly fell in love with the
euphonium, with its deep expressive tone. I also
dabble in clarinet and trumpet, and piano (with
various levels of success!). One of my musical
interests is arranging music for concert band,
having arranged many pieces over the years. I
also love writing music, and currently working
on writing a musical “Twelve” (based on The
Twelve Brother’s, a Grimm Fairy-tale). I take an
active part in the running of the band, applying
for grants and helping the president with
paperwork, as well as helping to organise this
event.

Meet the band

Tony de Vent
Tuba

I originally joined the band as a parent of players
(Kerry and Ross de Vent), taking on a role as
property manager, doing a lot of the work behind
the scenes such as bringing equipment to
playouts, managing property and other duties.
At the age of 50 I decided to take up music. I
originally started with timpani, and moved to
euphonium, however found that the tuba suited
me best, and have been playing tuba ever since.
I hold the position of president and treasurer.

I have been part of the band for many years, and
play a variety of instruments including tenor sax,
clarinet, alto sax, and flute. I also play bass
clarinet in the Latrobe Orchestra and recorder
with a local group. I also have been involved
with local theatre companies, playing reeds in
various pit orchestras.
Carl Ross
Alto Saxophone

Cathy Noy
Flute

I have been enjoying playing flute with the Band
for around eight years. I originally trained in
classical piano but I prefer the variety and mix of
musical genre that the Band provides (and the
friendly and talented company of other Band
members). I enjoy composing and script writing
for musical theatre, having written and produced
two musical plays. Being part of the Band is a
wonderful way to share the love of music with
others and to continually keep learning and
growing.

Meet the band

Graeme Ingleton
Tenor Saxophone

Terry Rooney
Baritone Saxophone

I started playing tin whistle in the school band. I
wanted to play the trumpet but Uncle Fred said
“You need to play the saxophone” (he had
played sax years ago). So I graduated from tin
whistles to Alto Sax. After school band I joined
a piano and drums band that played at the local
dances, making it a three piece band. In my
spare time I worked on the farm – sheep and
growing potatoes. After playing Alto and Tenor
Sax and Clarinet in various different dance
bands, I formed a five piece band that played at
the Warragul Saturday night dance for about 14
years. I played in Sophisticated Swing 18 piece
big band, photo playing at Sydney Olympic
Torch Relay Kernot Hall Morwell in 2000. The
big band played gigs from Crown Casino to
Merimbula Jazz Festival and various venues in
between. I still enjoy playing with the LCCB,
Rusty Rockers, Saxation Saxophone Quartet and
music at church with my wife of 57 years.
Music makes the world go round!
I started with the school fife and drums band at
stunt st.state school Adelaide. Mum and Dad
went to the races each week and I used to listen
to the Brass band while they placed their bets so
it started there. Fad was killed and we moved to
Melb. Enter a work mate and the Railways
Military band (concert).A recess occurred here.
Bank transfer to Bairnsdale and I joined the
Bairnsdale Brass band (happy times). Another
transfer to L V and joined Morwell Brass band.
This time I interfered with our lives and
purchased the property at Moondarra, another
recess. This time my children wanted to play
music so we joined the newly formed Moe Brass
band this was a bit of struggle and eventually the
concert band took over and I am still
playing The story has not ended

Meet the band

Dave Matthews

Shar
Guitar

Dave has had a long and varied journey with
music. He has played in bands in Melbourne
and Gippsland including in The Dirt Floor
(World Folk Fusion style music), and in a
Cuban style band, Boolarra Social Club (BSC
– Latin-based rhythms). He performed with
BSC at MONA (in a high-profile festival in
Hobart). He has also played in many wellknown local music venues, and recently was
part of the 2020 Inverloch Jazz Festival, with
BSC as the headline act. Very recently, in
2022, he performed in multiple community
festivals. He regularly plays with ensembles
such as the Invy Horn Jam, Karavana
Flamenca, and SharDave. He has been the
drummer in Latrobe Community Concert
Band since 2016.
Shar is a singer-songwriter, guitarist and
pianist. Born into a musical family, she was
taught to play guitar and sing at a very
young age. As a young girl, she also sang
with her father in various choirs. She has
continued to sing and play guitar throughout
her life. She joined the Latrobe Community
Concert Band, as guitarist, in 2021. Her key
musical interest is in writing, producing and
performing her original music, crafting her
songs from the materials of a life-long set of
experiences steeped in the creative arts and
informed by her academic philosophic
career. Shar is currently full-time employed
as a musical producer and manager of
SharDave Music.

Meet the band
I started in music by playing in a local
recorder group. I then took up percussion and
have been playing with the Band for many
years.
I like old 50’s and 60’s music, as well as
musical theatre. I also enjoy sewing.

Helen Isakson

Meet the band: SharDave
SharDave is a musical duo and musical production team. They are
currently writing, recording and releasing an extensive body of original
music. Their music is a fusion across genres, both World and Western.
African and Latino influenced rhythms and percussion permeate the
music, resulting in a style that is unique, percussive, melodic and
energetic. Their often profound and philosophically complex
conceptions appear throughout the lyrics. SharDave record and
produce their music in the SharDave Music studio located in
Gippsland, Victoria, and play live across a range of venues and
ensembles, including in the Latrobe Community Concert Band.

Former band members performing items today
Richard Loo
Richard Loo first started learning piano, but was given an opportunity
to study the trumpet when he was in year 8, 1990 under Paul Berger
at Presentation College Moe. Paul Berger was also the instrumental
teacher at Moe High School. At Paul's suggestion, and with the
encouragement of friend and classmate Ben Hellmig, who was the
drummer at the band, Richard joined the Moe CIty Band a few
months after starting to learn the trumpet. Subsequently, he was
invited by Paul Berger to play with the Moe High School Concert and
Stage Bands, where he enjoyed playing with until he finished
secondary school in 1994. After finishing school, Richardwas
fortunate enough to play with a few bands while at RMIT Richard
then joined the Malvern Municipal Band, later to become the
Stonnington City Brass, where he still plays today. For the last few
years, he has also enjoyed playing with the City of Whitehorse Brass
Band. Together with his wife Fiona (a violinist), he is glad to be able
to give his four children the same musical opportunities he was given
while he was young. Among Richard's musical achievements are
playing The Last Post in the Melbourne CBD on Remembrance Day
for the last few years, being the inaugural recipient of the Jack
Magnusson Award at the Moe City Band in 1993, and getting all his
kids playing an instrument.

Former band members performing items today
Karen Heath
As an instrumental artist, Karen Heath has performed with
Stockhausen, Aphids, Orchestra Victoria, Henrik Denerin, The Grand
Silent System, The Phonos Project, Arcko Symphonic Project, Astra,
The New Palm Court Orchestra, 4-time Grammy Award winner cellist
Eugene Friesen, Lior, David Ross MacDonald (The Waifs), Stelarc,
Forest Collective, and many others. She has performed at events such
as the Melbourne International Jazz Festival, Falls and Meredith
Festivals, as well as internationally in Japan, Malaysia, Singapore and
Germany. In 2023, she will perform at MOMA, the Perth Festival as
well as Sydney and Melbourne as part of a tour with composer
Anthony Pateras, and in 2024 she will perform in Japan and Sweden
as part of an opera with flautist Kazuko Ihara, composed by Henrik
Denerin. As a composer, Karen has had her works performed in
Montreal and Edinburgh (commission from by Piazza Contemporary
Collective 2007), Tokyo (2009, 2012 and 2018), Reykjavik
(commission from Duo Harpwerk 2009) and Seville, Spain (2020).
She is currently a PhD candidate at Boston University, where she is
studying memory and cognition in music education.

Former band members performing items today
Lisa Veenstra
Lisa Veenstra is a piano and saxophone
tutor
and
theory
of
music
educator. Currently plays piano for the
Moe Baptist Church; plays soprano
saxophone with a saxophone quartet
called Saxation; plays alto saxophone
and newly having a go on xylophone
with the Latrobe Orchestra; and plays
alto saxophone in a Motown/Blues band
called Movin' On Up. I am a Christian,
a wife, a mum and a nan to 3 beautiful
grandchildren. Life is full and very
good.

Former band members performing items today
Skye de Vent
Skye de Vent is a musician and multi-instrumentalist with experience
in singing, trumpet, piano and percussion.
Skye’s credits include, solo vocal: “Haydn’s Mass in time of War” in
2018 with the Latrobe Chorale. Singing at, and panellist, in 2017, for
Vision Australia’s ‘Dinner in the Dark’. Co-producing and performing
in a concert of vocal duets and solos, in 2016.
Skye made his solo vocal debut, in Rossini’s ‘Petite messe solennelle,’
In 2015, with Latrobe Chorale. Since 2013. Skye has been involved
with church music, singing regularly at ‘Saint Mark’s Fitzroy,’ but
also at various other churches around Melbourne.
Playing music from an early age, Skye holds a music degree from
Monash University. Skye has played with community music
ensembles for many years including playing ‘the Last Post,’ on
trumpet, at local ANZAC and Remembrance Day commemorations.
Skye’s advocacy work takes various guises which include: Teaching at
the ‘National Braille Music Camp’ for many years, and in
January 2017 and 2019 they attended the ‘Braille Music Retreat,’ in
New Zealand. They are Co-founder of Description Victoria: Creating
accessible and inclusive arts experiences for people who are Blind or
have low vision.

Former band members performing items today
Norman Cottrell
I am a previous member of the Band and have been teaching music to
primary school children in Gippsland for the last 25 years. During the
pandemic we had great disruption to school life, with many children
doing remote learning as a result of the coronavirus. I decided during
this time that I would pen ten songs about other less-heralded
creatures in our daily lives, and tonight I would like to share one of
these songs
with you.
The song is called “Harrison the
Huntsman”. The message of the song touches on teenage anxiety, as
well as how to safely remove wall spiders from the house. Special
acknowledgements to my daughters Quynh Anh and Daisy
who inspired the song, and have had to suffer the stress of listening
to my repeated takes on spider removal as well as all the various
Creatures of My Last Pandemic (the title of my CD).
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We acknowledge the traditional owners of the
land upon which we meet and work; the
Gunai Kurnai people. We pay our respects to
their elders past, present and emerging.

